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Foreign investment in the US
media sector expected to rise

PwC'’s media report indicates “foreign buyers

armed with cash, particularly from China” will be

increasingly active in film and content sector

Foreign investment in the US media
and entertainment industry is expected to
increase during 2016 as PwC'’s latest report
predicts a rise in business projects.

The report on merger and acquisition
activity shows deal value was up by 6 per cent
during the last quarter of 2015 rising to USD
18.3 billion, an increase from its lowest point
in two years at the start of 2015 when deal
value reached USD 10.4 billion.

The PwC report, US Entertainment, Media
& Communications Deal Insight, highlights
predictions of increased investment, notably
from China, in the film and content sector.

The report states: “We expect foreign
buyers armed with cash, particularly from
China and the Middle East, will enter the
scene in the coming quarters as Hollywood
studios navigate complex international
distribution rules, predominantly in these
markets, for their piece of this growing
[filmed entertainment] pie”’

The first quarter of 2015 was marked by a
slowdown in “megadeals”— those valued at
USD1 billion or more—and arise in large and
middle-market deals. Wanda's acquisition
of Legendary and Verizon's purchase of XO
Communications are the quarter's two =»
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Print media delivers
highest return for
Ireland’s advertisers

Print media advertising produces the high-
est rate of return on investmentin Ireland,
according to the most comprehensive study
ever undertaken nationally.

Research conducted by Independent
News and Media Ltd (INM), publisher of five
national and 13 weekly regional newspapers
in the Republic of Ireland, in association
with Amarach Research, shows print media
outperforms all other mediums including
television and radio.

Key findings show advertising in print
media is up to twice as effective as television
advertising for the automotive sector, print
advertising provides a return of EUR 35 for
every EUR 1 spent in the retail sector and
produces EUR 8.10 for every EUR 1 spent in
the finance industry.

At a launch event in Dublin in May, INM
Chief Executive Robert Pitt described print as
an influential medium that drives potential
customers to other channels as many online
visits are prompted by print advertising.

Mr Pitt said: “If you're not in print - and
if you're not in print with a strategy that
goes across digital media as well, and other
channels, you're letting your customer down”

The study shows that advertising drives 25
per cent of all sales delivered by the media.

Karen Preston, Group Advertising
Director, said: “In recent years much of the
conversation around print has been about
its decline, however this extensive research
demonstrates that the print channel plays
a significant role in the marketing mix and
cannot be underestimated in any manner” Hl
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